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THE  AWAKENING  IN  CHINA 

By  Alfred  Trued 

We  started  our  work  in  China  about  thirty 
years  ago.  We  wanted  the  Chinese  to  know  the 
gospel.  We  wanted  them  to  be  converted.  They 
worshiped  idols,  and  we  wanted  them  to  wor- 
ship the  living  God.  We  wanted  them  to  be 
genuine  Christians,  not  fake  Christians  or  hypo- 
crites. In  order  to  get  these  results,  we  made 
use  of  the  means  at  our  disposal,  the  Word  of 
God  and  the  sacraments.  We  could  not  con- 
vert anyone,  only  God  is  able  to  do  that.  There 
were  a number  of  years  when  we  did  not  see 
great  results.  Perhaps  we  didn’t  do  our  work 
as  we  should.  Perhaps  we  put  too  much  trust 
in  our  methods  and  forgot  that  it  is  God  who 
gives  the  increase. 

There  was  much  talk  among  missionaries 
about  how  lightly  the  Chinese  accepted  the 
gospel.  It  was  difficult  to  see  if  they  were  sin- 
cere in  their  confessions.  We  didn’t  notice  any 
great  trouble  over  sin.  If  they  lost  their  job, 
they  were  ready  to  confess  their  mistake  but 
blamed  the  devil  for  it  and  then  everything 
was  to  run  smoothly  again.  We  had  not  seen 
them  in  agony  over  sin,  like  many  other  mis- 
sionaries had  experienced,  and  we  were  won- 
dering why  the  preaching  of  the  Word  did  not 
take  better  effect.  There  were  some  notable 
exceptions  but  in  general  their  minds  and 
hearts  seemed  to  be  lukewarm  towards  the  one 
thing  needful.  It  was  not  the  kind  of  Chris- 
tianity which  could  make  a deep  impression 
on  the  people  outside  of  the  church. 

Many  missionaries  prayed  God  for  a real 
awakening.  We  wanted  to  see  conversions 
which  would  leave  no  doubt  as  to  their  gen- 
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uineness.  People  at  home  also  wanted  to  hear 
about  stirring  events.  We  were  pressed  for  re- 
ports. Sometimes,  when  we  saw  a little  speck 
of  real  interest,  we  would  write  in  glowing 
terms  about  a certain  man  or  woman  coming 
out  of  heathendom  and  taking  a stand  for 
Christ.  Then,  perhaps,  the  report  had  hardly 
been  printed  in  the  papers  before  this  good 
person  had  made  bad  tumbles  into  sin  which 
disgraced  the  church  and  our  good  work.  These 
experiences  became  so  numerous  that  we 
scarcely  dared  to  write  about  anyone.  Then 
in  turn  we  were  checked  up  by  the  home  folks 
because  we  didn’t  write  more  in  the  papers. 

No  doubt  God  wanted  to  show  both  mission- 
aries and  the  home  church  that  man  is  nothing 
but  dust.  All  our  money,  efforts  and  methods 
were  in  vain  if  we  depended  on  them  and  not 
on  God.  That  is  a good  lesson  to  learn  and  to 
keep  learned. 

I do  not  doubt  but  that  God  in  mercy  saved 
some.  He  blessed  as  much  as  He  could.  Much 
teaching  and  preaching  was  done.  Tracts  and 
Bibles  were  spread  in  great  numbers  and  many 
people  were  impressed,  but  God,  only,  knows 
how  many  were  really  converted. 

During  the  last  year  or  two  something  dif- 
ferent has  happened.  An  awakening  has  taken 
place.  A lady  missionary  from  a neighboring 
Lutheran  mission,  Norwegian,  seems  to  have 
been  the  means  of  starting  it.  She  stopped  at 
one  of  our  stations  a few  days  and  conducted 
meetings.  Missionaries  agree,  as  far  as  I know, 
that  she  spoke  calmly  and  sensibly  on  some 
Scripture  passages.  But  the  words  were  like 
arrows  which  lodged  in  the  minds  of  men  and 
women,  not  only  with  regard  to  the  Chinese 
but  also  the  missionaries  themselves.  Many 
came  under  deep  conviction  of  sin.  They  felt 
so  uncomfortable  that  they  had  to  seek  relief. 
It  was  similar  to  the  great  day  of  Pentecost. 
The  important  question  in  many  minds  was 
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what  to  do  to  be  saved.  Many  tried  to  keep 
quiet  and  say  nothing  but  they  could  not  sup- 
press the  pain  conscience  caused  them.  It  was 
almost  as  when  physical  pains  grip  mightily. 
Then  no  one  cares  where  they  are  or  who  is 
around,  they  just  cry  out  and  call  for  help.  So 
these  people  began  to  admit  and  confess  a lot 
of  sin.  That  acted  as  a spur  on  others  who 
were  listening.  Many  felt  convicted  and  felt  a 
need  of  unburdening  themselves.  Now  they 
knew  to  some  extent  what  sin  was.  But  they 
were  also  led  to  see  what  the  gospel  really 
means,  the  good  tidings  that  Jesus  came  into 
the  world  to  save  sinners.  So  there  was  “great 
joy  in  the  city.” 

Now  the  fire  had  been  kindled  and  soon 
spread  to  other  parts  of  our  field.  It  did  not  re- 
main on  our  field  only.  It  spread  to  other  mis- 
sions. And  it  fell  upon  institutions,  as  for  in- 
stance, the  American  School  and  our  theologi- 
cal seminary,  down  by  the  Yangtse  Kiver,  and 
from  there  it  moved  southward  into  the  prov- 
ince of  Hunan. 

Some  of  the  missionaries  were  much  con- 
cerned a few  years  ago  about  a number  of  the 
men  who  went  to  the  seminary  and  about  many 
others  who  wanted  to  go.  Why  did  some  of 
them  want  to  go?  We  could  not  get  away  from 
the  idea  that  there  was  the  lure  of  a position 
with  a steady  salary.  Some  of  them  were  not 
so  concerned  about  bringing  the  gospel  to  lost 
souls.  But  now  things  have  changed.  That 
seminary  has  been  aglow  with  a spiritual  fire 
and  genuine  conversions  have  taken  place. 
With  the  blessings  of  God  we  may  now  look  for- 
ward to  the  time  when  the  Chinese  church  will 
have  a great  number  of  spiritual  shepherds 
with  hearts  full  of  love  for  lost  souls. 

The  objective  of  our  mission  is  being  arrived 
at,  genuine  Christians  in  China,  who  are  able 
to  propagate  Christianity.  Should  we  not  be 
truly  thankful  to  God  for  bringing  this  about? 
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Is  not  a work  like  this  worth  supporting?  Or 
shall  we  be  forced  to  call  back  some  of  our 
missionaries  for  lack  of  funds?  God  forbid. 
Some  people  may  think  that  since  we  now  have 
such  results  the  missionaries  are  not  needed 
there  any  more.  I wish  such  people  would  just 
stop  and  do  a little  thinking.  Was  not  Paul 
needed  after  he  had  organized  a number  of 
congregations  in  Asia  Minor,  Macedonia,  etc.? 
Oh,  how  that  man  prayed,  wrote  letters,  and 
visited  these  churches  as  often  as  he  could  so 
they  might  be  led  aright.  Young  Christians 
arc  easily  led  astray.  False  doctrines  come  in 
so  often  to  bewilder  them.  The  devil  is  busy 
trying  to  ruin  the  good  work  which  is  begun 
in  their  hearts.  Pastors  and  older  Christians 
are  needed  to  explain  the  Bible  and  lead  them 
aright.  Devotional  books  need  to  be  translated 
for  them  to  read.  Then  more  cities  and  vil- 
lages need  to  be  entered.  We  are  not  done 
with  our  work  yet.  Not  by  far. 

To  begin  with  I was  suspicious  about  this  new 
movement.  We  hear  of  so  many  stir-ups  in 
our  day  that  we  can  not  help  but  be  cautious. 
We  need  to  prove  all  things  and  keep  only 
that  which  is  good.  As  the  reports  have  been 
coming  in  from  our  field  and  other  fields,  how- 
ever, I have  been  convinced  that  it  is  God 
who  is  working  in  this  movement.  It  is  some- 
thing that  makes  me  feel  deeply  happy.  “If 
this  counsel  or  this  work  be  of  men,  it  will  be 
overthrown,  but  if  it  be  of  God,  ye  will  not  be 
able  to  overthrow  them.”  And  if  God  is  working, 
it  should  fill  our  hearts  with  rejoicing.  I would 
to  God  that  our  congregations  here  at  home 
might  experience  such  a powerful  work  of  the 
Holy  Spirit.  I am  thinking  sometimes  about 
what  Jesus  said  about  the  first  being  the  last. 
I think  that  most  of  the  pastors  and  Christians 
of  our  Synod  would  like  to  see  more  earnest- 
ness in  our  congregations,  more  real  sorrow 
over  sin  and  more  rejoicing  over  souls  saved. 
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It  is  natural  that,  when  God  works  mightily 
upon  the  hearts  of  men,  Satan  also  is  busy. 
His  point  is  to  discredit,  ridicule,  and  destroy. 
On  the  Day  of  Pentecost  he  caused  some  men 
to  say  that  the  whole  movement  was  started  by 
drunk  men.  It  was  not,  but  they  said  so  and 
no  doubt  many  believed  it.  What  did  he  not 
try  to  do  during  the  awakening  in  Sweden  70 
or  80  years  ago.  Not  all  that  happens  in  a 
revival  is  of  God.  The  movement  in  China  has 
not  escaped  troubles.  But  God  has  kept  on  work- 
ing. One  of  the  opponents  among  the  Chinese 
became  deeply  convicted  himself  and  confessed 
how  he  had  tried  to  block  the  movement.  As 
far  at  I know,  the  rest  of  them  have  been 
given  grace  to  be  humble  and  allow  God  to 
have  his  way.  We  can  easily  see  some  mis- 
takes which  suddenly  awakened  souls  make. 
They  do  not  always  act  or  talk  in  a dignified 
manner  as  a sober  unstirred  person  does. 
Neither  does  a person  who  is  suddenly  gripped 
with  physical  pain.  Both  need  remedies  and 
God  has  graciously  provided  these.  So  we  need 
to  be  very  cautious  not  to  pick  out  the  ex- 
tremes and  judge  a movement  by  them. 

When  I hear  of  some  stirring  meetings,  I 
want  to  know  if  they  are  of  God  or  not.  I 
do  dislike  any  artificial  methods  of  bringing 
about  a revival.  Peter  at  Pentecost,  I think, 
spoke  calmly  and  soberly.  I can  not  conceive 
of  him  racing  up  and  down  a platform  with 
hysterical  gestures  and  a voice  of  thunder.  But 
although  he  spoke  the  simple  Word  of  God, 
it  worked  like  fire  on  the  minds  of  his  hearers 
and  these  poor  souls  had  to  seek  relief.  That 
movement  was  of  God. 

At  one  station  in  China  where  services  were 
held  a few  days,  people  were  deeply  moved. 
One  of  the  first  evangelists  we  had  there 
years  ago  couldn’t  sleep  for  several  nights. 
Agony  of  soul  because  of  his  sins  gave  him  no 
rest.  Several  people  were  down  on  their  knees 
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at  the  same  time  weeping,  confessing,  praying. 
Old  enemies  met  and  were  reconciled.  People 
who  were  convicted  of  sins  would  hunt  up  their 
adversaries,  confess  their  wrongdoings  and  ask 
for  forgiveness.  About  two  hundred  dollars, 
Chinese  money,  was  brought  back  and  restored 
to  those  from  whom  it  had  been  stolen.  Chairs, 
tables,  dishes,  clothes  and  other  things  were 
also  brought  and  restored  to  the  owners.  Are 
such  things  wrong?  Is  it  the  devil  that  works 
that  way?  Indeed  not.  It.  is  the  work  of  the 
Holy  Spirit.  He  wants  a clean  heart.  He  strives 
with  man  to  bring  him  to  admit  and  confess 
his  sins.  Would  we  not  be  glad  to  see  such  signs 
of  repentance  in  our  own  congregations?  Or  is 
there  no  enmity,  slander,  cheating,  lying  and 
stealing  at  home?  An  evangelist’s  wife  con- 
fessed that  she  had  given  her  husband  poison 
when  he  was  sick  so  she  could  get  rid  of  him, 
as  she  loved  another  man.  So  he  died.  What 
made  her  confess  that?  The  devil?  There  must 
have  been  some  real  pain  in  her  soul  before  this 
evil  was  confessed.  At  another  place  an  old 
time  evangelist  confessed  some  horrid  things. 
He  was  told  by  the  missionary  that  he  did  not 
need  to  do  that  in  public  but  he  said,  “God 
wants  me  to.”  He  had  struggled  hard  to  keep  it 
quiet  as  it  went  against  his  self-respect  to  con- 
fess it  but  he  couldn’t  keep  quiet.  It  certainly 
requires  a lot  of  wisdom,  tact  and  real  sym- 
pathy on  the  part  of  the  missionaries  to  deal 
with  these  wounded  souls  and  broken  hearts. 
They  are  not  easy  to  heal.  But  then,  on  the 
ether  hand,  there  is  joy  and  thanksgiving  when 
such  souls  can  believe  in  the  forgiveness  of 
sins.  Then  they  want  to  hear  more  of  the 
gospel.  And  they  want  to  help  others  to  come 
to  their  Saviour  and  find  the  same  happiness. 

^^en  I came  to  China  years  ago,  a mission- 
ary told  me  that  he  had  seen  no  real  sorrow 
over  sin  among  the  Chinese.  But  now  many 
of  them  are  really  sin-sick  before  they  dare 
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to  believe  in  forgiveness.  We  must  stop  and 
admire  this  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  He  can 
make  a heart  that  loves  sin,  hate  sin.  He  only 
can  regenerate  the  heart.  Isn’t  that  a remark- 
able work? 

Let  us  be  thankful  to  Him  for  taking  those 
people  out  of  darkness  and  adding  them  to 
the  church.  That  is  the  kind  of  work  we  want 
to  see  done  on  our  mission  fields  as  well  as  at 
home.  No  doubt  many  of  you  have  prayed  for 
this.  God  has  answered  your  prayers.  Let  us 
not  grow  weary  in  well-doing  but  continue 
supporting  the  work  and  praying  God  to  keep 
the  young  inexperienced  church  in  China  from 
error  and  cause  it  to  grow  in  grace.  Then  it 
will  be  strong  and  able  to  shed  light  in  the 
pathway  of  the  millions  who  are  still  in  dark- 
ness. “Not  by  might,  nor  by  power,  but  by 
my  Spirit,  saith  Jehovah  of  Hosts.”  Zech.  4.  6. 
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